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..... Swaminarayan's contribution to the
refinement of Tantra lies in the positing of
the Gunatitabhava in addition to the otehr
three already enumerated. The Akshara
Brahman manifests Himself on this earth
in men of great spiritual stature and
through these Spiritual Masters He works
out His grace for the upliftment of the
downtrodden human race. But this
upliftment can happen only on the
condition that the sadhaka has
unquestioning faith in the Master and
implict obedience to His commnads. Like
a child that trusts the mother and loves her
intensely and obeys the mother and is
dependent solely on her, should the
sadhaka depend on his guru. God has
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assured us through His utterances in the
scriptures and through innumerable
examples that He bestows His gifts freely
on all. He is the agent who purilies them
and redeems them of their sins. Spiritual
history records how the prostitute in
Jetalpur and the dacoit Valera Varu were
redeemed of their sinful past and obtained
the grace of the Lord and thereby
emancipation. These miraculous things
have happened because there is the
infinite love and grace and the abundance
of the Lord's free gifts; there is also the
loving, childlike implicit faith and surrender
and obedience of the Sadhakas. It is only
when both these are found that
redemption occurs.
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